
Obituary 

Jean ~Ian C(x)k, B.Sc, II \., F.S .. \ .. \\a, an Anglo-Saxon 
archaeologi,t oj di"linttioll \\ ho lIsed her (onlclerable gift, <.I' 

a pioneer ildmini!oJlralOf in mu.,eum. and higher education. 
Born at \\'a ll11le) Ileal' Birmingham in 192;. she anended 
Sulton ColcUield Iligh S(hool lin Girls. where ,he 
concentrated on ,dente. Iler lirsl degree. at Royal 
Hollc)\\<lY College. \,,, ... III bO(an). On graduating she 
traint.'d <I., a teacher ilnd taught botany. while III her 
!lopare IlInc ,he 'ltldied for a B .. \ . in English at Birkbed.. 
College. \\ ilh ~t1-dli.l(.:ol()g) as a sub,idiar) !olll~jC(l. Her 
archaeological cour,t.' tutor at Bil-kbeck \\-a~ \t'la 
E\'ison rhi.., imfoducllon to archaeoiob""' wac; to he a 

turtling POInt <.Ind hen(eii,n\ard an haeology beGIIllt.' the 
central emhu"'lasm of hel life. She ex("a\dted with \ 'cla 

I:.\"ison at Glc.H Chel.,ttri()I·d in 193-1 and I.,pem a I.,eal.,on at 
Helgd in Sweden. and in 19:;:; cOl1duoed the exca\dllOIl of a 

~mall Anglo·Saxon cem('[cn at Hroad\\ a~ II ill 111 

\,"or(cs[er!>hire f()r the \Iinistr~ of Public Buildingl., and \,"011..., 
.lean began her di~lingUl~hed second c(lIcer 111 mU"lClIm, 111 193-1 ,\hen 'he went to \\011 

at the Guildhall ~ll1seum under Norman Cook.\t the ,arne lime she completed her pari· 
lillle B.A. and b<:.'gan LO work f()r a higher degree. on the down-lO-earth subject of the 
wooden blld,elll I.,olnetimes found ':lITIong"lt the gr,l\"c good, in Anglo-Saxon buriall:,. She 
continued 10 collect material on Ihese all her life. \\ith a panifular intelC.,l in the led1l1i<.:ai 
det~lih of their manufacture. After complcllng a ~rll')ellm Diploma in 1959 she wa, 
promoted LO the (;lIratorship at the Ro}al ~Iul:,ellm. Canterblln. whelc she "lei ,Ibollt 
Illod<:lni'ling Ihe folleClion, and then in 1962 "tIlt' '\(1, appoimcd Ihe (urator of the ne\\ 
IllU"IClIll1 in Chi(hesu..'r where she: built up the colleoion from linatch. 

rhe Chiche~ICI cxperience was LO provl' ,"aluable ,\l1('n in 196-1 she mO\'cd to Ihe 
{hallenging PO\t of first DirettoI' of the (hford Cit, .Ind Count, \luI.,cum. Oxford 
L nl\er,it~'~ ,bhl1lolean \lu~l'um Iud eflectiH'" "Icncd a, Ihe local must.'um, but tht." nt'('<1 
Ic)!' it ~pccifically Oxf(ndshire mU"leUI1l had long been rc(ognised. Jean Itel abouL the I"I..,L of 
e"lrabli,;hing a model mll"ieum \\ith energ) and t'mhusiasm: rolletling represcntati\l' ()I~i('ll't 
fc)!' <lisphn and cSlahli,hing an excellent" equipped (onsen<ltion lab()J i.HOr~ under Bt ian 
\nhur. capable of handling not on" delicate arch"'leological ol~j('Cl~. hut i.11I.,o farm 
mat.hinel-~. Pride of place went to the l\piral ted and ,ello\\ Oxford,hite farm \\~tgon 

restored by DLl\id Smith , \\hich became ont' of lhe (cllllcpic(es of the earl~ diltp"" al 
F1etchel"\ Il ou"lc at \ VoodsLOcl.... The museu III opened its doors on 15 October 1966. ,\It itt 
Chichester the Dilt'nor li\ed 'abO\'c the shop' III a small f1al neated f(1I her in the allies of 
Fletcher's Iioll"lc. 

Iwo <I,;pecL"l of the museum desene spet.idl mention . .Jellll walt a "IlIlHlg i.lcl\ocale 01 Iht, 
need f()r the museum to be 3Cfcssible to "IChoolchildrcn. JefT \lcCdbe was appointed Sthooi'S 
Offifcr III 1965 and a Schooi'S' Loan Senicc was qlli(kl~ eSIi.lbli.,hed. Slarl"l of red-painted 
boxes (ol1taining a trea!!lIre lrove or material fC)1 children to handle in their 0\\ 11 "I<..hoob 
were one of Ihe f~tlniliar "lights of Fletfh<..'r' IIOllS(~ E,'cn more pioneering \\a., lht 



It'.ln elKI!.. ,II I Ill' (hlmd C'I\ .mel C(llllll\ \IIIWUIII "nh n,l\lt! "muh (.it bad.) .md \Id. J.I{!.. P .. :t"", fir .. , 
(, h.lil TIl.11l (If I Ill' .joint (olllmi!tl"t, \\ hi(h t' .. ,.lllli .. ht"ltht' 1lI11"t'UIl1. (PIII)II,g' .tph In kind l)l'l mi .... iIHl III 

O ... fi,nhhill" COUll" (:OIlI1UI: \Imt'uill "t'nin') 

e'I'lhli,llIlll'nt of dlt.' l'lcld Dcpanll1('Ill unci .. ,,! ih lil'l Flt,'leI Ofli<.er. Don Bl'Il'OI1. \,ho ,h.uc.'d 
.11..'.111\ hdid that the nl'" museum ... holllci hl' .. lftIn:h lTl\"ohed in rt·..,ean:h through 
t'\G.l\alloll. I'hi, led LeI the c\(;walioll 01 the 'l'olithi{ long harnm at hlOlI·lIll(kl~ 

\\\<.ilh()Oc\, and e\cll lu.dh to the di"'plon 01 pan of it ... bUllal thambel in tht' IlHI"'CUIIl, Bu! 
t'H:1I IIlOI {.' ... igllificam "as the uea(loll of Ihl' lin,l COlllIl\ SilC'i and \lonul11{·m ... R{'{ord 
'\ hit h Ino\ idcd (hford ... hire wilh an MTl, ... ,ihle rl'(ord of ii, an .. hal'olog~ (\lOICci on optlcdl 
u)imlcit'nu" rards in Ih(lse PIt'·UlIllptIU', cL.I"), <I\ .. ,ilahll' I1IH only lor re ... canh but a, a WI)I 

III planlllng. FolI()\\ing lhe pioneering (hlord,hin' C\alllpk, (:OUIII\ 01 )),,,triu ";itl"'" ilnc! 
~1()n\ll1ll' 11I'" Re("ord ... an,' 11m, ubiqulIolis 111 IIle L ..... 

\ 'pin·ofl or thi\, iltli,il~ ',(10;, lhe iltllhOl ... hlp b, DOll Ikn ... on ilnd .Je~Hl Cook 111 I~'{)(l of 
Cit)' 0/ 0\/01(1 R('(lrlll'/o/Jlllfnt Ircliat'%K'(al lmjJ/tmluHI\, lilt" It'port wa .... an illtl'Jl1pl to pro,idc 
ha .... il inlOiIlMtion 1(11 Iho ... l' ditCCl" tOIll{'rnl'd "ilh plannillg- in lhl' Cil\ and it "UHt'c(kd 
admil.lhl, in il"" .. tim, I hi, puhliG.lwHl "a.., thl' lir"'l III "hal ht'GIIllt' it natIonal gl'IlIt..' (,I 
11l1phfi.ltl0I1 "'urn'" .mel "the ann: ... IOI "I tlu' lrhan \ldl,1('olog~ Datah~N,:' and Stl'atq~i4." 



and Exten ... iH' L rban ""linen; eurrenth-lx:ing prolllott'd 1)\ Engli'\h Heritage . 
.Jc:an Cool Il'ali-,ed thaI the ~ale of exc;'l\.uion n(;'cC",an in Oxl()rcl \\ould require 

rc..,ollru'.., lhal l1ught not be a\' .. liI01l>le to the Count) alone, and ..,he i.le..li\el~ promoted Ihe..' 
formation olthc Oxford l\rehaeological Exra\Oltion Comlllluee, a r~l1e example of the Cit). 
lhe..· (.OUIll, ,lIul the L 111\ cr:-'It, coming LOgethel III a joint pn~jcCl to re..,ellc Oxford'" buried 
p;'l't I he 'lIlH·'" 01 Ihe t'xca\-ation in Oxford \\;t to lead later to Ihe fOlmation of ..,imilat 
<ufhal'ologic,11 Umlllliltt:<.·'" in lIH.~ count) and ultim,Ht'h to Ihe ueation of Ihe Oxford 
\n haeologiGl l L nil. Oil \\ hose cOlllmittee ",he l,lIer ",en'ed. 

I he ut'<ltion of a nt'\\ ll1u:>eUIll \\as all extiling enlerpri..,e for ~lll Iho..,e a""cKialed wilh it. 
<llId Jean he(,lIllC a high" respected figure in the IllW,CUIll wodd both loeall) and national" 
,I'" i.l membel 01 the Coullcil orthe \luseul11 ... \.It..,ocia tion .. \ glO\\ing report in the ,HIl\tllll/\ 

Journal cOJllnH.'ndcd .lean Cool's Ical, the [eam-working. Ihe new Ihinking and the new 
IllU,('UIIl image..' "hich had been neateci.I he museum i.lppe~ll ed 10 be going from ~LrenKth 
10 "'lrength, it'" future \, ..... ,,,surt'd ~lI1d propo~ah W('I e in hand f()I a brandl museum in 
Ox lord. a farm mu~eum and a permanenl ,ite for ..,((nage. But budget CUL~ lIlueasingh 
III1t'atclle..'d Iht· initial momentum, and to her colleague..,' deep regret Jean resigned from lhe..' 
Illu~eulll in 1970. It was to be lelt 10 her ..,ucceS"lOI. Richard (later SII Ric hard) Fo..,ter. to Gil n 
forward thl' \'~orlth~lt ... he had ... 0 abh begull . 

.Ie~1Il Cool 1t·1i the \\'OOdSLOCl IllU~CUI1l to begill .a new <:<.Irccr a:-, a UIlI\CrSlt\ 
adlllllli')tratol, worllng ~l'" .\..ssislam Regional 1)lle(lOr f(u the South Region of the l1e\\ I) 
t«llmdcd Open L nin'r..,ily. Crucial to lhe ~uncss of thO"le plOlH.:ering ,earl;. of the OL Wih the: 
!Ieed to S{'<'Ult' the <lui\c (·o-operation ofnumeHll1'" org~lni"'dtion..,. c"'peciaJly local edUGltioll 
authoritie:.., .md inslitution,) of higher. furthel ,lIlei adult eduGnion. Jean set up local stud, 
centres and ill I anged tutors, coun",ellor~, regi"l auon, eXal11lll<tllOIH and summer school", fOJ 
th<.· sllIdenl'" under her ('are:; but perhaps more..' importanll), her rcgional ofTicc was there to 

male the OL more pe)s()nal and less a (~ll'c1t.''''~ institution 10) "'Wc!CIlIS sllIching at hOlllt, . 
Iter 0\\ n prc\'iou.., expcrience as a pall-time sllIdcllI qllalili('d hCI e ... peciall) \\ell 101' thl'" 
\\OIl. Jt'an Cool brought to the OL i.I unique (ombinillion of profcssion~ll experience, 
ilcllllillisnillhc I.,kills. enthusiasm and warm pcr..,onalit} in helping to Illeet these challenge~. 

'ihc n:lil'('<1 from llie Open Lni\'ersit}' in lmt\ ilnd once again bc(·ame acti\cly in\,oh·cd 
in O1lchaeoloK\ ill (hfol'<I. In the fil'll instance ",he brought her considerable talenl:, to 'l!I ... ist 
I rc\()I' Rc)\\I(~, at the Oxlord L ni\(:r'lil~ Depal tment for External Studies in dc\cloping his 

extensi\,c anhacologi("al programme (or cominuing e..'ducation "'tudent~. As an ,\.sS(x·iale 
IlllOl of Ihe..' DcpartJl1l'11I she hclped 10 bring a new rig-our to Iht., cmbr~onic ccrtificatt' 

<.O\II-,e. in ~Inhaeol()g\, In particular ,he forgccllinl between the Department and the Open 
l l1i\(,1 :-,il\ that madt, po ...... ible the creation of a (our,c ,lrU(tlire ranging from inICrl1ledi~ltc: 
to posl-grdduatc le\cl.\ la ... ting legan orthi') pe..·riod wa'" a \olume ofe..,says. The trrJulI'%l0 
oj 'hI' OxJord ll''K10l1. \\hich she edited \\ilh Gran.' Briggs and Irc\"()f Rowley. An Ill1pOrt<l1ll 
part of JCitn\ role in thi", collaboration \\as 10 G~olc IduU3nt aUlhors into tomplcung 
publi",hahle text ... ba\t'd on what were or-iginalh L ni\.'enll\ EXlen ... ion LeclUl es, gi\en in 
19XO. The Ie .. 'su lting buol prO\:ided an impol'laJ11 benchmarl fOI the region' archaeolog) 

.. Ind ha ... lullilkd the edilol"" imenlion ofpro\'iding as) mhe..'si.., that hd~ sUI"\'i\'ed imo the 21s1 
('cnlury. A ..,imilal to-operation with Ire\'or Rowlc\ Icd to D01rhr,\ln Through thf . .jgl'_\ in 19M3. 
Other local "udles ioliOl,ed ofbuned Oxford, Old IleadlllgLOn (" ith Leslie 1,11 lor). SULLon 
COlIrtt'I1<1\ (building on the reseanh or John Fletchcr and Christopher Currie), ~lIld Great 
Maric}\\ which \\a ... fOlllpiled wilh the help of ,III "dulL edufation group. Jean Cool was thl' 
driving «net hl'hind Ihese publications which made ~1I(hacolog) and lo(al hislOn ~l\'ailable 
to a "ielt· audience. 

\tthe ,ame time, and al,o with Grace Bligg..,.Jean \\'''' ... a~..,isllng Dr . .J .'\.L. \I\les to bring 
to fruition the final \'()iume 01 rhe Oxl()rd Bistor) of Engl~lIld. entitled Ihi' Engh\/i 



\rUlt'f1It'lIl\ I he tno u)lIaborated ,tgam, thl' tlllle: \\Ith the: addllJon of Dr, John 'ta~on. to 
product" 'lit Rlli/d",g ~((ow"\ oj (.'Iunl (.'lllIuII 1.1111011 1716-1779, publi,hed )\ tlw 
Rc,xhuI'ght., ( ' Iuh in 19HH. DI. 'I} I I.:!'! des(1 ilx.'d Jean ( :ool a~ hi~ 'Girl Frida)', 01 title \\ hith 
\\.1' t'\en I1Hue apt \\hell she e~tJhli~heci hel <lllmlllentln the grounds of the ",res' l1lal101 
hOll,e at Kl'llnin~lOn. ' 

In .,ddlliol1 to i.lll her mhe.' 1" wurk. Je<tll Cnol ICHllld lime to he il1\oln-d "ilh 
;lIlhal"nlogit.'.11 "xil,ti{'~ al a hK"al ,1I1e1 natinlt~11 !t.-\(..' L Sht.' \\as Honorary Sl'uC:lan of lht' 

(hlolcl,hll t' \nhitc(ltlral and I I "wrical "o{i('t\ from 19H:'l-90 and President hom 19~.2·1 . 
illHI hlought a Ill'\\ "ICtl,t' of e.'IH,,'rg\ 10 its acimilli"ll'ation ; cI new Illt'mber!'!hip kallel brouHht 
till influx of l1e\\ Illl' l11 bel's, lhe SO(itly\ Illt.'l'ling' \\l'lt· mon'" hom the '.3hmolean to 
Rt'\de) Ilou,"' . and .Jean al ... o organi~ed the SOllct~ \ 150th binhda\ celebration ... in HIH9. 
Ill( ludi "K ~I l1oti.lblt: joint meeting \\ ith th<.: Cambridge, \nt iquari~lI1 "ociet)' in Slamf(>rd . Slu' 
hac! high l''\pe[t,tliol1~ of her fellow [oI1l11lilt(.'<..' IT'lt'lIlhc:r .... hilt \\'~" ah\<I\ ~ willillg to WOIk JlI ... t 
i" hard h<-.,,-IL 

Jean had been a "ellm\ of the SClCle.'l\ of .\ntiquarie ... of London ~in(e 1967. and in 1996 
,he agll't'd to hl"Come the SOCi<"'l\ \ 1 10110l'.In Scuetan. the first woman to hold thl~ p()~1 In 
ht'l t\ pi<";'llh I(H1tH ight Wi.t\ "he announced thai ... he \\Olald hold the post fOJ Ihrre.' )e,H'" on", 
hilt dUlinK lho ... e thrl't' \cars ~hl' tCHainh madt, hel mark.. She took a pani(u\;.u inlt'rC~l II) 

the \\l'!f.Ul' of dlt· Sotit"l\\ stan . and ll1.ult, lhl' S(K"it:t\\ librar~ at Burlington II0II:-'l' ht'l 
'Pt.'( ial ('(lIlt'('rl1 \fte.·l her thrc:e \e~lI" 't'nice ,ht· Il'l,lined hel conne( tion \\ ilh tht 
\l1liqual'it·~ through hel active lI1\oh<"l11t"l1t with lht Il"t"ar<h projell on the t'\olutioll ollht, 
1,ll1d"'Glpe "round Kdm ... cou ~lat}()1 in (hf()J'cI,hire. J\pi[all\ Jean was al1\.IOU, 10 invol\e 
and inl()! III Ihe re~idt,nt~ of Kelm ... nHl and to mak.e the "OIl ofschohlrship relt.'\-am to them. 

Jeoln Cool \\<\, a gl~t\c and prl\ate per,ol1. full of imegril\ ~lI1d dee ph clt.'\Oled to hl'l 
family. She applied rigour. timdin<.· ...... and high slanchlrd" 10 e\-enlhlllg that ~he IIndenook. 
Hut abml' ,III ~he w" ... ..,(.'Ines~ and ah\,n~ put other, iii". She (ared about people <Ind (<lIed 
101 thelll, and ... hl' \\'" ... a skilled t'nahler \\hn helped nlhl'!' ard1aeologis" ,lIlel hi~LOrian ... to 
hnnK Ih<.'11 \\orllo II lIition. I kid in great ,dleuion and l'l':-,pect. Jean wa~ ~u ... tainccl in h(,1 
lillill illne ..... 1)\ hl'1 "III'Ollg Chri~tial1 bith .1I1e1 In th(' ~lIppon of her friend ... and lhl' lo(al 
(Ommulllt\ of Sl. ".bbe~. She dl(.'d III O\.lord 011 2·t J\11~ 2001. 
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